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------- SPECIFIC INFORMATION FOR JOTA PARTICIPANTS ------- 
 
HOW TO TAKE PART? 
To take part in the Jamboree-On-The-Air and experience the excitement 
of long-distance, wireless radio contacts requires the help of a licensed 
amateur-radio operator. This is not as difficult as it looks like at first 
glance. Such a person can easily be found via the national amateur-radio 
organisation in your country. Every country where Scouting exists has 
such an organisation. Radio amateurs throughout the world are very keen 
on helping Scouts to take part in the JOTA. 
 
Most Scout Associations have appointed a National Jota Organizer (NJO), 
who co-ordinates activities for his Association and liaises with Amateur 
Radio Organizations in his country. Where no NJO exists, the International 
Commissioner is the point of contact. 
 
How to proceed? 

a) Familiarise yourself with the JOTA information in this circular, have a look at the JOTA info 
leaflets available from the World Scout Bureau in printed form and from scout.org/jota web 
site in electronic form.  

b) during the JOTA weekend, visit an amateur-radio station with your Scout group or invite a 
radio amateur to install his radio station in your Scout building; 

c) via the radio, call "CQ Jamboree" or answer Scout stations calling to establish a contact; 
d) any radio frequency authorised by the national amateur-radio regulations may be used. It 

is recommended that stations use the agreed World Scout Frequencies or frequencies 
nearby to easily find each other. Once a contact is established, a switch to another 
frequency can be made. 

 
Yes, it is that simple….! 
 
WORLD SCOUT FREQUENCIES 
Traditionally, Scout frequencies were chosen in a segment where low-power, simple stations are 
transmitting. This allows Scouts to operate such stations from camp sites and still be able to 
communicate with others.  
 

 
PROGRAMME PACKAGES 
The scout.org web site also offers complete packages for an exciting JOTA weekend. A glimpse: 
 

Listen in to the world: on several places around the globe, amateur-radio receivers are 
connected to the internet. With your computer, you can simply connect to them and 
listen. Find out which stations you can here at the place where the receiver is located. Or, 
even more exciting, listen if you can hear the radio signal of your own Scout station ! 

 
Even more on-line radio transceivers are available to you for remote operation. With 
the "remotehams" system, you can remotely control the stations yourself, directly over the 
internet. Everyone can receive with them; 
 
Each Scout can have its own radio station........ and have some JOTA practice before the 
weekend. To train radio amateurs, there is a fully on-line amateur "radio" environment, 
running on a server connected to the internet. 
 
Scout Set: simulated emergency test.....During the JOTA weekend a small-scale 
emergency test can be held. It is a challenging activity in which an Earthquake emergency is 
simulated and Scouts can respond using techniques, materials and skills that they can train 
this JOTA weekend.  
 

 
 

band phone (MHz) cw (MHz) band phone (MHz) cw (MHz) 
80 m 3.690 & 3.940 3.570 15 m 21.360 21.140 
40 m 7.090 & 7.190 7.030 12 m 24.960 24.910 
20 m 14.290 14.060 10 m 28.390 28.180 
17 m 18.140 18.080 6 m 50.160 50.160 
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ADDITIONAL PROGRAMME SUGGESTIONS 
A few examples of the many programme suggestions available in the JOTA fact sheets (on  
scout.org/jota): 
  

 The continuing story.... Make up a short imaginative story of ten lines. Read it to the 
station with whom you are in contact. Ask them to add the next part to this story and pass 
it on to the next scout station that they will contact. If you receive such a story by radio 
from another scout group, write it down in your station report afterwards. This activity is 
also very well suited for RTTY (telex) and packet-radio contacts. 

 The global weather situation. Take a large wall map of the whole world. Ask the Scouts who 
you speak to, to give you the local weather report. Indicate this on the map for the area 
where they are located. A weather report in a local newspaper will show you how to do this 
on a map. At the end of the weekend you have the global weather view. 

 Determine the distance of each radio contact that you make and add them all up. Can you 
reach 100.000 km in one JOTA weekend? 

 Make a simple drawing. Give instructions by radio to Scouts how to draw the same picture, 
line by line, without telling them what the picture is. Can they reconstruct your drawing 
and tell you what it is? 

 Each scout patrol gets 20 metres of ordinary electrical wire. Can they construct a "super 
antenna", to their imagination, with which the radio operator can make a contact? 

 Find out what the local names are for "Scouts" and "Guides" in at least ten different 
countries. Make a list. 

 Learn to sing the first lines of a foreign song. Find some Scouts on the radio from the 
country where the song comes from. Sing their song and see if they can join you in it. 

 Furthermore, the radio-scouting library on scout.org/jota/games presents you amongst 
others: 

 Idea book for antennas pulled into the air by kites 
 Several exciting Foxhunting recipes 
 Radio Puzzle games from different countries 
 Morse code games 
 Idea set for playing with the world’s time differences. 

 
MORE TO COME 
We are working on a new section on the web to stimulate use of technology amongst Scouts. What 
better way to do that during your JOTA weekend? For those scouts that can’t get enough of it, 
there will be a radio-technician lab on line soon. What’s in it? We’ll keep that a surprise for the 
moment. Stay tuned and discover. 
 
HB9S, WOSM’S VOICE ON THE AIR 
The amateur radio station of the World Scout Bureau will be active on all short-wave and VHF 
bands during the full JOTA weekend with the Bureau’s call sign HB9S. In addition, HB9S will use 
the Echolink network to connect to distant radio stations. With a bit of luck, you may be able to 
make a contact using your local repeater station and just a portable radio.  
 
At HB9S, you can speak directly with local participants and the World Scout Bureau staff. The 
station is run by an international team of Scout radio operators. 
 
You may send requests for pre-arranged contacts (skeds) in advance to the station manager by 
email: hb9s@mysunrise.ch. Please note the propagation predictions when selecting sked times. 
Making a contact with HB9S may sometimes take some patience. Usually many stations are calling 
at the same time. The operators will do their very best to make contact with Scout stations world-
wide and speak to Scouts in as many languages as possible. 
 
YOUR JOTA SOUVENIR 
A number of JOTA souvenir articles is being made available to every one via the World Scout shop. 
These can easily be ordered on-line at: www.worldscoutshops.com  
 
ECHOLINK MAKES RADIO-WAVES TRAVEL OVER THE INTERNET  
If you have an internet connection available at your radio station, we recommend you to use the 
Echolink system. Its main advantage is that Echolink allows you to make radio contacts over very 
large distances, regardless of the propagation conditions, using even small handheld radios. 
 
Echolink works via computers that are connected both to the internet and to an amateur radio 
station. By contacting one of these, your signals can go from the airwaves onto the internet and 
vice-versa. Suppose you are at a location that does not allow you to put up antennas. Or you have 
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easy access to the computer class room in a school building. Now you have the chance to take part 
in JOTA from the school’s PC's, simply by connecting to Echolink. 
  
To note that the same regulations apply as for the regular, on the air, radio contacts. The 
transmissions are identified with the radio call sign, so they are not anonymous, and can be traced 
to the responsible operator. The license of the operator is checked before access to the system is 
granted. In this way, Echolink protects youngsters from unwanted elements present on the public 
internet and ensures child safety. 
 
Your radio amateur has to register with Echolink beforehand. This takes a few days, so don’t wait 
till the last moment to prepare your Echolink station. Special-event call signs can be used on 
Echolink, but not to register; instead you must use the call sign of the 1st operator. The software, 
however, allows you to set a station descriptor. In order to easily recognize them, JOTA stations 
are asked to put in their station descriptor: 
  

“JOTA: your call sign” (e.g. JOTA: HB9S) 
  
A detailed instruction for JOTA stations on Echolink is available on the scout.org/jota/echolink web 
site, together with the free software for it. Register with Echolink before 1 October if you intend to 
use it for JOTA. 
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THE GERMAN WAG CONTEST 
During the JOTA weekend there is unfortunately one contest (amateur radio competition). It is an 
exception to the agreement that there will be no contests during the JOTA weekend. However, an 
agreement has been reached with the organizers of this German WAG contest on the use of 
amateur radio frequencies during the JOTA in such a way that it allows both events to operate in 
parallel. This worked reasonably well last year, so we would like to continue it for this years' JOTA 
as well.  
 
The German contest stations will not operate in the following segments (called "contest-free 
zone"): 
  
80 m 3650 - 3700 kHz,  
40 m 7080 - 7140 kHz,  
20 m 14100 - 14125 and 14280 - 14350 kHz,  
15 m 21350 - 21450 kHz,  
10 m 28225 - 28400 kHz  
  
There is no contest traffic on the 17, 12 and 6 m amateur radio bands. This leaves all World Scout 
frequencies in the clear!!  
 
Scout stations may use the whole of each amateur radio band. But if you experience any 
interference from the WAG contest, please move to the segments listed above to enjoy an 
interference-free contact.  
 
JOTA SKED BOOK 
You wish to make an appointment for a radio contact beforehand? www.scout.org/jota offers the 
possibility for individual Scout groups to pre-arrange radio contacts for the JOTA weekend. One can 
simply click the icon of the JOTA sked book and send an email message to the system. 
 
Enter in the message the details of your desired contact: 

- Date and time in GMT 
- Radio station call sign 
- Name and location of your Scout group  

Alternatively, you can respond to similar messages from other Scout groups. 
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NATIONAL JOTA ORGANIZER 
Associations who haven’t already done so are kindly requested to appoint a National Jota Organizer 
(NJO) who: 

 has the required organizational skills to support the Scout stations participating in the JOTA 
in his country; 

 functions at a national level within his Scout Association (most NJO’s are members of an 
Association's international committee); 

 communicates directly with the World JOTA Organizer at the World Scout Bureau and is the 
Scout Association's representative to the national amateur radio organization; 

 is preferably someone with his own amateur radio licence, or at least with a vast 
knowledge of amateur radio. 

 
The NJO has access to specific JOTA information on the web as well as to a restricted electronic 
forum. In this way he or she can directly exchange views with NJO’s of other countries, ask for 
assistance and organize activities.  
 
WHERE TO FIND DETAILED INFORMATION? 
The WOSM has several web pages available to support you in organising your JOTA weekend. It 
has the latest news and an on-line JOTA library where you can download electronically all you may 
need to offer a challenging JOTA programme to your Scouts: just follow the link from 
www.scout.org/jota. 
  
scout.org/jota offers among others: 

 This years' JOTA logo in high-resolution electronic format for your illustrations; 
 JOTA press guide to help you prepare your contacts with the press and get the most of 

your JOTA publicity. 
 The JOTA programme facts sheets describing the JOTA participation in detail as well as 

programme suggestions in English, French, Spanish and Russian;  
 World JOTA Reports of the latest JOTA's, full with programme ideas from many different 

countries; 
 Cartoons and illustration materials for your JOTA publications; 
 Games, tips and tricks; 
 The contact address of your National Amateur Radio Organisation; 
 Propagation wizard software that allows you to calculate the radio-contact possibilities to 

any part in the world.  
 Instruction set on the use of the Echolink system. 

 
 
 
Richard Middelkoop 
PA3BAR 
World JOTA Organizer 
RMiddelkoop@scout.org 
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------- SPECIFIC INFORMATION FOR JOTI PARTICIPANTS ------- 
 
IMPORTANT: New web address 
 
Please note a change in the web address for JOTI for this year. For 2013, JOTI will be accessible 
via the following web address: 
 

www.jotajoti2013.org 
 

Please do not use any of the following addresses to access JOTI as they are now no longer in 
service: 
 

- www.joti.org 
- www.jotajoti.org 
- www.jota-joti.org 

 
New management for JOTI 

 
The World Scout Committee is taking a new approach to JOTA-JOTI this year with a view to 
providing an even better quality youth programme experience to more Scouts around the world. As 
part of that process, a new management team has been put in place with the task of planning and 
delivering this year’s JOTI. The e-mail address to get in contact with the new JOTI team remains 
the same: joti@scout.org  
 
New platform for JOTI 
 
Currently, the World Scout Bureau is the process of carrying out a complete overhaul of WOSM’s 
online presence including our www.scout.org website, social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter, 
YouTube, Flickr) and the Messengers of Peace platform, www.scoutmessengers.org. All of our 
official web platforms are being updated and consolidated into one new, integrated web presence 
for World Scouting. This new direction is a reflection of the dynamic and rapidly changing world in 
which we live, and especially in which the World Organization of the Scout Movement is adapting 
its approaches to serve young people around the world better.  
 
This year’s JOTI will take place on the new platform for World Scouting. Aside from greater 
capacity to manage the high levels of internet traffic experienced during the JOTA-JOTI weekend, 
WOSM’s new web presence will provide a range of modern fuctionalities to support JOTI such as 
online tutorials, games and challenges, blogging, message boards, video and photo sharing, social 
media plug-ins and much more. We are also in talks with the ScoutLink network to ensure, once 
again, the provision of a safe and secure live chat facility for JOTI participants.  
 
 
Support services 
 
The following support services will be provided as part of JOTI 2013: 
 

a) Monitoring of communications by experienced volunteer Scouters in order to help ensure a 
safe environment for all participants 

b) Participation certificates: Individuals and groups may request to receive a personalized, 
colour, participation certificate which they can download and print as a souvenir of their 
participation in JOTI. 

c) JOTA-JOTI code of conduct, Safe from Harm guidelines and helpful technical information 
d) A streamlined JOTA-JOTI registration system, which will facilitate registration via social 

media. 
 

We will provide regular updates to National JOTI Coordinators during the coming months, 
particularly in relation to the development of our new platform. Please be sure that your NJiC is 
subscribed to our mailing list. To subscribe just send a request mail to joti@scout.org. 
 
We look forward to your participation in this year’s JOTI 
 
JOTI 2013 Management Team 
joti@scout.org 
 




